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So the Journal was approved. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded.

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). Will the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. JEFF MILLER) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. JEFF MILLER of Florida led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain 15 1-minutes per 
side. 

COVETED TROPHY GOES TO RE-
PUBLICANS AFTER 41ST ANNUAL 
ROLL CALL BASEBALL GAME, 
AND CHARITY IS THE BIG WIN-
NER 

(Mr. OXLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to hold the coveted Roll Call trophy for 
the victory last night at Bowie Baysox 
Stadium, where I want to thank our 
good friend, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the host of the 
evening, for a wonderful time, the 41st 
Annual Roll Call Baseball Game be-
tween the Republicans and the Demo-
crats for charity. 

The big winner last night really was 
charity. We raised over $90,000 for the 
Boys and Girls Clubs and for the Lit-
eracy Council. It was a well-played 
game. 

I want to thank my cohort on the 
other side of the diamond, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. SABO), for 
once again being a great sportsman, 
and the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. WATT), the pitcher for the 
Democrats, a consistent player, and all 
of the Republican team for a great vic-
tory. 

Our MVP last night was the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS). He 
was extraordinary. I took him from be-
hind the plate and put him on the 
mound. Nobody thought we could win 
after STEVE LARGENT left; but the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) was 
magnificent, and did not walk a hitter 
and only allowed one earned run. Our 
infield played solid, and our outfield, 
as well. We had some timely hits from 
a couple of unlikely sources, and we 
came away victorious, so of course I 
thank the Members so much for this. 

Let me also say how proud we were of 
the women on our team. Republicans 
have had women players now for the 
last 12 years, and I invite our friends on 
the other side of the aisle perhaps to 
find some capable women to play that 
game. We are the embodiment of title 
IX on the Republican side, and proud of 
it. 

Mr. SABO. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tleman yield? 

Mr. OXLEY. I yield to the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. SABO. Mr. Speaker, let me sim-
ply congratulate the manager and the 
Republicans on a well-played game. 
They played incredibly well. Their de-
fense was good, and they hit the ball 
hard. We will be back next year, but 
congratulations for this year. 

Mr. OXLEY. I thank my friend, the 
gentleman from Minnesota.

f 

THE ADMINISTRATION’S APPALL-
ING PLAN TO DISMEMBER AM-
TRAK 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it 
was appalling yesterday to have the ad-
ministration finally come forward with 
its plan for Amtrak. It is appalling 
that when the administration finally 
comes forward with its plan for Am-
trak, it is basically to dismember the 
system, arguing somehow that Amtrak 
should be self-supporting. 

When this Congress and administra-
tion gave $5 billion to the airline indus-
try, on top of the $11 billion for air 
traffic control, for an industry that has 
never shown a profit over its 75 years is 
a little bit disingenuous, to say the 
least. 

Amtrak plays a critical role in our 
transportation system. To dismember 
it now, to privatize a few profitable 
lines and then walk away from our 
commitment when we have never, 
never provided the money that was au-
thorized originally, would be a sad day. 

Luckily, there is broad bipartisan 
support in this Congress. Over 162 
Members support the approach of the 
gentleman from New York (Chairman 
QUINN) and the ranking member, the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
CLEMENTS), to fund it for this year. A 
majority of the Senate agrees. Hope-
fully, we will be able to step up where 
the administration is failing in nerve. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 4971, SUP-
PORT OF AMERICAN EAGLE SIL-
VER BULLION PRODUCTION ACT 
(Mr. OTTER asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, 
joined by my colleagues, the gen-
tleman from Idaho, (Mr. SIMPSON) and 
the gentleman from Nevada (Mr. GIB-
BONS), I introduced H.R. 4971, the Sup-
port of the American Silver Bullion 
Production Act. This bill will allow the 
U.S. Mint to continue its production of 
the American eagle silver dollar, the 
most popular silver coin in the world. 

The Sunshine Mint Company in my 
district produces the blanks for these 
coins, and employs 60 of my constitu-
ents. Idaho is the greatest silver pro-
ducer in history, mining more than 1.1 
billion ounces since 1884. 

Passage of this bill into law will 
allow us, number one, to meet the 
worldwide demand for bullion; number 
two, to continue to build on the $264 
million that this program has contrib-
uted to the deficit reduction; and, fi-
nally, to preserve the connection be-
tween Idaho’s Silver Valley and our 
Nation’s coinage.

f 

PEACE CORPS CHARTER OF THE 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 

(Mr. FARR of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I would first of all like to welcome to 
the United States Capitol all the re-
turned Peace Corps volunteers who 
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